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President Michael Collins opened the December 9, 2009 meeting of the Williamson 
Central School District Board of Education with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of 
silence.   
 
Under Reports from District Administrators, Wendy Havens highlighted two teachers, 
Brendan Noon and Christina DiAntonio whose classes she visited recently.  Both teachers 
have created supportive learning environments and achieved high levels of active 
engagement with their students.  Doug Lauf highlighted Cathy Blakey for her work with 
students in decorating the “chemist’s tree” which has been a highly engaging learning 
activity for the students.  Mark Schichtel commented that the seniors were awesome on the 
Florida trip and Mr. Monsees did an outstanding job of coordinating all elements of the 
trip.  Wanda Miller reported on her meetings with the building special education teams on 
the annual review process and co-teaching teams at the high school.  She also thanked the 
building administrators, transportation and health department nurses for their work on the 
H1N1 clinic.  John Fulmer stated that Mrs. Miller did a wonderful job coordinating the 
H1N1 clinic.  He also reported that over 77% of parents came to Report Card Night and he 
highlighted Deb Yackel for her work with her students that included the use of a SMART 
Board integrated into her lesson.  Ellen Saxby reported on the Travel Club trip to France.  
The students were fantastic and the guide commented that the group was one of the best 
she had ever worked with.  She also applauded the technology interns who are working 
around the clock to meet the needs for all of the concerts and productions.  Anne Ressler 
commented on the elementary musical with over 87 students participating in some 
capacity.  The production was wonderful and she recognized Christy Byron and Barb 
Hunn who directed the production, Tori Collier, Christina DiAntonio and Nancy DeFranco 
who managed the creation of the scenery and Andy Wahl, Kiera Carlson, Amy Burdett and 
Jamie Hale who also contributed their time and effort to the production.  She also 
highlighted Suzanne Mogray who presented a sample early literacy lesson to staff from the 
Cato-Meridian Central School District.  Superintendent Ehresman extended a thank you to 
Jessica Warchocki who has been incredibly calm and professional under pressure, Mark 
Wyse for his help in fixing the light board and Eric Hepler who has put countless hours 
into getting the light board to work. She also thanked Wanda Miller for her work with the 
H1N1 clinic and commented on the PTSA meeting which was positive. 
 
Board Committee Reports included updates on Report Card Night at the Middle and High 
Schools which were well-attended again this year.  Comments were also made on the 

(OVER) 



Policy Committee meeting, the NYS Audit Exit Conference, Curriculum Council meeting 
and the fourth grade chorus concert which was wonderful. 
 
Several CSE cases were approved and the Board reviewed the quarterly updates of the 
Action Plans, the Fall Sports Program and the K-12 Academic Achievement Report.  
Highlights of the Academic Achievement Report included: 

• 50% or greater of students are considered to be high achievers at the Elementary 
School and no students in grade 4 were failing any subject   

• No students are failing at fifth or sixth grade and passing percentages of AIS students 
were high for the first marking period at the Middle School  

• Project Lead the Way classes at the High School, which are challenging, have a 
relatively high passing rate and fifty-two percent of high school students earned high 
honor, honor or merit roll recognition 

There was also discussion regarding areas of concerns and a review of specific strategies to 
address the needs of struggling students. 
 
With the approval of the Consent Agenda, several substitutes and one volunteer were 
approved along with supervisors and substitutes for the Winter Sports Season.  The Board 
also approved the permanent appointment of Laurie Bischoff as Administrative Assistant, 
the appointment of Stephanie Gowan, Teaching Assistant, Elementary School and the 
tenure appointment of Deborah DelPlato, Middle School, Home Economics. 
 
Under New Business, the Board approved the first reading of Policy 5673 Medicaid 
Compliance Disclosure, the 2009 Budget Calendar and the agreement with Wayne Central 
School District for a Boy’s Alpine Ski Team of One for the 2009-2010 School Year. 

 


